Strathcona Centre Community League President’s Report 2016
The 2015-2016 term for the board has been one I would characterize as somewhat quiet, with preparation building for some major items around the corner. The board will need some new energy, as well as more volunteers within its committees, to help steer the way forward on some fairly big projects coming, or planned, for the next few years. 
The city appears to be ready for change when it comes to neighbourhood planning, transportation and civic engagement, so the community league needs to tap into its best neighbours to help be a part of the conversation and not be left out of decisions that will shape Edmonton, and Strathcona, for the decades to come.
Neighbourhood Renewal and Walkability
Our neighbourhood is poised to receive its Neighbourhood Renewal, and sewer and water upgrades, in the next 3-5 years (it’s somewhat dependent on City budget cycles and upgrade schedules).
Following in the footsteps of our friends across Whyte Avenue in the Queen Alexandra Community League, we have struck an ad-hoc committee to focus solely on our Neighbourhood Renewal in 2017. 
The Engage 106-76 project pushed the City of Edmonton to think about how a community can truly be livable while making transporation networks more efficient and safe for all users. The neighbourhood certainly won’t get everything that will help improve safety and livability, but it’s encouraging to see how the conversation with the City can be changed.
Our committee will work through mid-2017 to present the City’s teams with our vision of what new sidewalks, streets and similar amenities could look like in a neighbourhood that is already one of the most densely populated and walkable in Edmonton. This differs from waiting for the City to approach the community with its own plan (likely to happen in later 2017). We should not accept “like for like” and instead ask for more sidewalk connections, better accommodation for people walking and biking, space for public transit and place personal vehicles at the bottom of the safety scale when it comes to street and network design. This is about our neighbourhood’s look and feel, but also about its enjoyment and safety.
PlanWhyte
Adjacent to our Neighbourhood Renewal, the City is also undertaking a look at the historically designated blocks of Old Strathcona, and room inside and outside of this area for increased density. This is called “PlanWhyte” and could also shape planning and development in Strathcona and surrounding community leagues (Queen Alex, Ritichie, Garneau) for decades to come. While I know we’re a league, and neighbourhood, that gets what it’s like to live in a densely-populated neighbourhood, we’re not open to increasing connections and cut-throughs for personal vehicles and must ensure the City understands this loud and clear.
Similarly, PlanWhyte opens up the discussion around height of buildings in our neighbourhood. Certainly the City’s recent decision to approve a tower on 105 Street that falls well outside current zoning also sets precedent – as much as administration and councillors don’t think it does – we do need to consider the future of Edmonton is a little bit taller than its past. I don’t know how vehemently the neighbourhood will fight against buildings taller than four, six or more stories but I hope we can understand things have to build up, at least to mid-size heights of six and eight stories, to help maintain strong core communities that also keep infrastructure costs better under control and increase vibrancy of the places we live.
I think the City should consider zone fares for transit, and either/both tax incentives for living in the core communities and increased fees for living farther afield to help pay for infrastructure and services, but that may be outside the scope of what a community league can argue for.
Festivals
The community league continues to make strides in improving the experience of living in an active, artistic community with many festivals. Our newly formed liaison committee will lead the discussion with the City of Edmonton, the Old Strathcona Business Association and as many neighbourhood festivals as possible, to create a real plan for how festivals should interact with neighbours outside their gates.
I’ve been disappointed to learn the City has no plan for large events and festivals, which sets up a community to become somewhat confrontational with a festival when the neighbourhood is disrupted, even as the City controls most of the approvals around issues important to residents. I’m hopeful we can be a leader to create a blueprint that will allow another neighbourhood to welcome festivals to their community with as little friction as possible. 
Building renovation and modernization
In the midst of all the change around our neighbourhood, we still plan to renovate our building (and grounds) in order to open up the building to more programming and rentals, increase safety for everyone in and around the hall and modernize the building where possible within budget. It will be up to the will of the next board to push the renovation ahead, but I hope to see the final public consultations in 2017 with construction to begin soon after.
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